SIR FRANCIS DRAKE.                  353

abilities, should engage in so long and hazardous a voyage,
with no other view than that of defeating it; is left to th6
determination of the reader. What designs he could have
formed, with any hope of success, or to what actions, wor-
thy of death, he could have proceeded without accom-
plices, for none are mentioned, is equally difficult to ima-
gine. Nor, on the other hand, though the obscurity of
the account, and the remote place chosen for the discovery
of this wicked project, seem to give some reason for sus-
picion, does there appear any temptation, from either
hope, fear, or interest, that might induce Drake, or any
commander in his state, to put to death an innocent man
upon false pretences.

After the execution of this man, the whole company,
either convinced of the justice of the proceeding, or awed
by the severity, applied themselves, without any murmurs;
or appearance of discontent, to the prosecution of the
voyage; and, having broken up another vessel, and reduced
the number of their ships to three, they left the port, and,
on August the 20th, entered the straits of Magellan, in
which they struggled with contrary winds, and the various
dangers to which the intricacy of that winding passage
exposed them, till night, and then entered a more open
sea, in which they discovered an island with a burning
mountain. On the 34th they fell in with three more is-
lands, to which Drake gave names, and, landing to take
possession of them in the name of his sovereign, found in
the largest so prodigious a number of birds, that they
killed three thousand of them in one day. This bird, of
which they knew not the name, was somewhat less than a
wild goose, without feathers, and covered with a kind of
down, unable to fly or rise from the ground, but capable
of running and swimming with amazing celerity; they
feed on the sea, and come to land only to rest at night,
or lay their eggs, which they deposit in holes like those of
conies.

From these islands to the south sea, the strait becomes
very crooked and narrow, so that sometimes, by the inter-
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